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Over the
years, the
famous and
the not so
famous have
given to
bellringing
and the red
kettle.
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In 1891, Salvation Army Captain Joseph McFee resolved to provide
Christmas dinner for needy people in the San Francisco area. From his
days as a sailor, he recalled “Simpson’s Pot”, a large kettle on the dock
in Liverpool, England that was used to collect donations for the poor.
McFee placed his own pot at the Oakland Ferry landing with a sign that
read “Keep the Pot Boiling.” That first year, he raised enough money to
feed 1000 hungry people.

By 1895, Captain McFee’s idea had begun to spread. A total of thirty
Salvation Army units up and down the West Coast used a variety of kettles
to raise money for their Christmas programs. When a young officer by

the name of William McIntyre was reassigned to Boston in 1897, the kettle
campaign became a nationwide effort.

At first, the kettle campaign was not universally accepted. Some Salvation Army
officers did not want to participate for fear of “making spectacles of themselves.”
Nevertheless, McIntyre set up three kettles on Washington Street in the heart of
the city. That year, the nationwide kettle campaign resulted in 150,000 Christmas
dinners for the needy. By 1898, The New York World hailed The Salvation Army
kettles as “the newest and most novel device for collecting money.”

In 1901, kettle contributions in New York City provided funds for the first
mammoth sit-down dinner in Madison Square Garden, a custom that continued
for many years. Today in the U.S., The Salvation Army assists more than six
million people during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.

Much has changed since that first utilitarian cauldron in San Francisco. The familiar
Red Kettle has become
an integral part of the
Christmas scene with
millions of dollars
donated annually. This
year we’ll even be
accepting credit cards
at some kettle
locations. Despite all
the changes one thing
is certain, when you
put money in our
kettles you can expect
change.

“Keep The Pot
Boiling”

A History Of Change



Major Don Vick
Knoxville Area Commander

It seems there are
three seasons on
our calendar at
The Salvation

Army: Christmas, Recuperating from
Christmas and Preparing for Christmas.
Obviously, we are involved in a lot
of other things during those seasons,
but Christmas is such a big part of
what we do that it is always on our
minds. We are definitely in the season
of preparation, but Christmas is
approaching quickly!

The Red Kettle Campaign is a
nationwide effort and our largest
fund-raising event of the year. Not
only does it help provide for our
Christmastime charities, but it literally
keeps our programs and services going
all year long. The Angel Tree program
will provide toys, clothing and food for
over 2,000 families in our community

this year. And Christmas stockings will
brighten up the holidays for an
additional 5,000 children and senior
citizens.

We certainly would not accomplish any
of these projects without your help. As
you read of the needs and opportunities
in this letter, please consider how you
might be able to help. In Matthew 14,
the disciples didn’t think that they
had much to offer, but they gave what
they had. Jesus took it and multiplied
to feed over 5,000 people. Whether our
time or our resources, I think that if
we follow their example, we too will
be amazed at what He can do through
our humble efforts.
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From Major Vick

Ways To Serve

Red Kettle Campaign.  The Red Kettle
Campaign lasts for only around thirty
days, but the money raised will help
nearly 30,000 people in the Knoxville
area all year round. Volunteers are
needed to ring bells at nearly 50
locations around Knoxville. Volunteer
bell ringers help The Salvation Army
reduce costs and maximize the amount

of funds raised.

The campaign runs from
November 16 through
December 24. Hours are
Monday through
Saturday, 10:00 am to
8:00 pm. You can play a
significant role by
encouraging your family,
your school, your club,
your office or your
church to adopt a kettle
location for a day, a week

PORTRAITS FOR
A PURPOSE

Bring in this coupon and receive a
One Hour Portrait Session and

an 8x10 Portrait for $19.50
($154.00 value)

Now thru December

50% of the portrait session fee will
be donated to The Salvation Army.

Call for an appointment

865.546.5577
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The 2009 Holiday Season
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The Red Kettle.  When you pass a
Red Kettle this Christmas, please don’t
forget to give. Every little bit makes
a difference. The Campaign brought
in over $6 million nationwide last
Christmas - with an average gift of 47
cents. When you put money in our
kettle, expect change.

Angel Tree Program.  The Salvation
Army’s Angel Tree program will
provide Christmas gifts and food
baskets for over 2,000 needy families
in the Knoxville area. The program,
which is coordinated by a volunteer,
relies largely on corporate and church
sponsorships. However, Salvation
Army Angel Trees may be found at
Salvation Army Family Thrift Stores,
Kroger stores and area TitleMax

Ways To Give

or even more. Volunteers are
encouraged to sign up in pairs for
two-hour time slots. In this manner,
ten volunteers can man a kettle for the
day. Groups who adopt a kettle for a
day or more will get their name or logo
on the kettle stand.

Your simple act of service this holiday
season will bring hope to thousands!

Thanksgiving Dinner.  Volunteers are
needed to help prepare and serve the
Thanksgiving meal at The Salvation
Army and to help clean up afterward.

Christmas Warehouse.  The Christmas
warehouse will be open throughout the
months of November and December.

Volunteers are needed during daytime
hours to help clean and prepare the
space and to help sort Angel Tree gifts
as they arrive.

Christmas Distribution.  The Angel
Tree program culminates with our
Christmas Distribution event on
Saturday, December 19. Scores of
volunteers will be needed from 9:00
am to 4:00 pm to process paperwork,
pull orders and assist clients.

Christmas Dinner.  The Salvation
Army will open its doors to the public
on Christmas day for a traditional
Christmas dinner. Volunteers are
needed throughout the day to help
prepare and serve the meal and to
clean up afterward.

locations. For information on adopting
Angels, contact us at 525.9401 or
knoxangeltree@gmail.com.

Christmas Stockings.  In addition to
the Angel Tree program, The Salvation
Army will also distribute 5000
Christmas stockings to area children
and senior citizens. Stockings are
available for adoption and come with

a suggested list of items, normally
totaling around $10.

Online Red Kettle.  Did you know
you can also ring a bell from home?
Visit www.onlineredkettle.org and
create your own Salvation Army Red
Kettle. Once you create your kettle,
you can invite your friends and
family to donate. The best thing is
that your virtual kettle will change
real lives.

Naturally, you can still donate to The
Salvation Army by mail or online at
www.salvationarmyknoxville.org.
For more information, please contact
The Salvation Army at 865.971.4923
or knoxville_volunteers@uss.
salvationarmy.org.
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The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the
universal Christian Church. Its message is based on the Bible, its ministry is
motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ
and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination.

The Salvation Army has a Speakers
Bureau made up of Major Don Vick, Area
Commander, and five top Salvation Army
advisory board members.

The Salvation Army’s speakers are able
to speak on a number of topics related to our
ministry that might be of interest to your
group. Some suggested topics are:
• The Volunteer Army: The importance of

volunteerism in the Knoxville area and 
what your group can do to get involved.

• Need Knows No Season: The Salvation 
Army’s Christmas Programs.

• What is The Salvation Army doing to assist
our community? What does The Salvation
Army mean to the Knoxville area?

• The Salvation Army’s history, mission, 
and ministry in the Knoxville area.

Do you need a speaker for
your group, club, or organization?

To schedule a speaker call Jonathan Haskell at (865) 971-4923.
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